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ALPHABET. A perfect alphabef e English language, and, in-
deed, of every other language, would contain a number of letters, precisely
equal to the number of simple articulate sonnds belonging to the language.
Every simple sound would have its distinct character ; and that character
be the representative of no other sound. But this is far from being the
state of the English alphabet. It has more origioal sounds than distinct
significant letters; and, consequently, some of these letters are made to
represent, not one sound alone, but several sounds. This will appear by
reflecting, that the sounds signified by the united letters &, sk, ng, are
elementary, and have no single appropriate characters, in our alphabet ;
and the letters a and u represent the different sounds heard in Aas, Aate,
hall ; and but, bull, mute.

The letters of the English language, called the English Alphabet, are
twenty-six in number.— Musrray.

The following is a list of the Roman, Italic, and Old English Charac-
ters, being those used at the present day in England. The Roman and
Ttalic are also used by most of the European nations.
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Students of diaries and private journals have argued that the writing of a diary
became a site of self consciousness, helping to forge the self as an independent
agent, able to interpret and act on the world. At first it might seem that the
keeping of commonplace notebooks worked in quite another way: to subordi-
nate the self to, or constitute the self from, received wisdom. [...] We need to
consider the the commonplace book as a place where the early modern self
emerged from contemplation of the exemplary codes and figures—the place
where individuals came to exercise, and ultimately valorise, their ‘judgement’,
and in doing so transformed the culture of politics.

That, of course, is to assert that the self was made through reading, that ‘we are
what we read.” Theorists of reading have argued that the process of constuing
meaning from texts ‘also entails the  possibility that we may formulate ourselves|.)’
[emphasis added]

[K. Sharpe]
[PL, D]

Not only servants of the crown but also Parliamentarians and Presbyterians
and even, on occasion, Independents expressed concern about the seemingly
uncontrolled output of printed materials. Binary metaphors of light/darkness
and knowledge/ignorance were replaced by others less complimentary to
Gutenberg’s invention: filth/cleansing; contagion/quarantine; poison/antidote.
‘Amongst those innumerable Locusts that ... were spew'd from the Bottomless
Pit, there crawld and swarm'd over the Kingdome, a Crew of Rascalls called
Martinists; whose laxative Purity did... besquitter all England over... those
Martins like Caterpillars encreased most pestiferously.” However mixed the
metaphors, whether a plague of locusts or the onset of diarrhea, a sense of
disgust was palpable. The pamphlets “spawned” by a “teeming” press were
“unhealthy, infectious, unclean.” “The Citie and Countrey is pestered, and
the ayre thereof infected and poysoned with the sulphurous beatings of...
vanitie, prophaneness and lyes.

[E. Eisenstein]

The English seventeenth century, as we will see, produces its
own plague imagery, albeit in the lowlier forms of woodcuts and
engravings for printed material already embedded in the matrix
of the word. Even in—indeed, especially in—these representa-
tions, nothing stands between the divine wrath and its object;
there is no means of visualizing any traditional and authorized
agency of appeal, mitigation, protection, or expiation. [...] In the
absence of the advocacy role played by the saint, the questions
surrounding the justice of the plague become far more urgent.
In this harsher version of plague theodicy, there is only the pun-
ishment to be borne for some unspecified but evidently massive
sin, or for a long list of sins by which every Christian stands
indicted, and only the hope (but never the assurance) that by
prayer and repentance, divine mercy will lessen the severity

of the judgement. If saints allow for revelation, their absence
provokes interpretation. For the English, the question is not
how plague can be shown but how (as itself a manifestation of
the Word, legible both in scripture and as a sign written on

the body of the afflicted) it can be read, spoken, and decoded.

[E.B. Gilman]
[Pl
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‘The sensory bases of the very concept of order are largely visual
and the fact that the grapholect is written or, 4 fortiori, printed
encourages attributing to it a special normative power for keeping

language in order.

[WJ).Ong]
[D/BD/Px]

different; the ability to read made one seek out the forbidden and the
heretical. Conversely, if a person was illiterate and unable to under-
stand books, it was proof of Catholic orthodoxy: ‘And I would really
think that he [her father] because he did not know how to read very
well, not enough to go seeking something heretical. But my mother,
she looked at heretical books."

CONVERSION BY THE BOOK

Such dangerous books could thus be eradicated by burning them,
by correcting them (when possible), or by confiscating them after
noting their titles carefully, often along with the name and social
status of their proprieters. Like the ancient Hydra, however, they
always sprang up again. They could even be found in the hands

of people who the archdiocese had sentenced, even after they had
solemnly sworn never again to have such a thing in their possession.
The attraction or the need for books remained too strong: “This
people loves books so,” one missioner sighed, ‘that it is impossible
to ever see them disappear.’

If heresy passed by way of the book, conversion logically would take
the same route. Since there was little hope of curing the common
people of its habit of reading, its books could be replaced by others.
For the missioner Father Trebicky, writing in 1717, convession wase
unthinkable without substituting safe books for dangerous ones,
Catholic works must take the place of the sequestered volumes,
works imitating as closely as possible the form and structure of

the ones that circulated in Bohemia from Zittau, Leipzig, o¢ Halle.
The idea was not new. As early as the late sixteenth century, the fizst
collection of hymns of the Counter-Reformation, counting on the
seduction of song, borrowed the internal organisation and a good
number of hymns of the Bretheren and the Utraquists. In the seven-
teenth century, the same intent guided the publications of the Prague
Jesuits, who went as far as to translate the Bible so they could
distribute it in an authorised version. In the eighteenth century,
however, this intent was embodied in a veritable politics of Catholic
publishing in the vernacular, fostered above all by the work of
missioners, some of who went beyond the simple imitation of

genres and titles to recommend Protestant ways of reading.

This was the case of one zealous missioner, Antonin Konia§, whose
reuputation (in point of fact exaggerated) as an ardent book burner
has come down through the centuries. This Jesuit played an impoe-




tant role in both the organisation of missions and in official Catholic
publishing in the eighteenth century. The compiler of an Index in
Czech that served as a manual for book confiscators, he was also the
suthor of a number of works written for distribution to the people.
Among them was a postil published in two versions, Czech and
German, and printed three times between 1740 and 1756. The work
seems to have been received favourably by the masses, thanks to the
stories and the exempla that it contained. This sort of book, typically
Protestant after the sixteenth century, consisted of a collection of
Epistles and Gospels for the day in the vernacular, with commen-
taries and occasionally a hymn following each reading. Thus it pro-
gressed with the liturgical year, replacing the sermon that usually fol-
bowed the Epistle and the Gospel reading for the day. Konias wrote
in his preface,
On Sundays and feast days it is not enough to hear the Word of
God proclaimed in public in church. One must, at the hour of rest,
vead oneself or hear the reading of salutary books countersigned
by the spiritual authority [the parish priest].... God gives us
Sundays and feast days ... in order that the reading or the hearing
of His divine discourse may sow in our hearts the seed of
His Word which, in its time, will procure for us the profit of

edernal salvation.
He concludes

Surely, if we take to heart the doctrine that we read or hear
[someone] read, if we remember it often during the course of our
daily occupations, the eternal Word of the Father —FHis Son
Jesus — will not abandon us.

Reading at home, aloud, for an audience of the family and the do-
mestic circle ~ reading texts so well memorised that they become an
integral part of the individual ~ these are the traits of intensive read-
ing as it was practiced in European societies before the nineteenth
century. Even though this sort of reading was common to both
Catholics and Protestants in both its procedures and its nature, as
has recently been demonstrated, not only was it much more frequent
and socially more generalised among Protestants, but its status was
very different. For Reformed worshippers, the reading of religious
books (the model for which remained Holy Writ), repeated hundreds
of times until their contents were assimilated and incorporated into
people’s thought, constituted one of the essential acts of faith. It was
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Editorial decisions made by early printers with regard to layout and
presentation probably helped to reorganize the thinking of readers.
McLuhan’s suggestion that scanning lines of print affected thought-
processes is at first glance somewhat mystifying, But further reflection
suggests that the thoughts of readers are guided by the way the contents
of books are arranged and presented. Basic changes in book format

might well lead to changes in thought-patterns. To handle printed refer-
ence works, for example, readers had to master certain skills that are now
considered rudimentary but were previously esoteric, even among learned
men. A 1604 edition of an English dictionary notes at the outset that
‘the reader must learne the alphabet, to wit: the order of the letters as
they stand.’ [. . . ] Atall events, printed reference works did encourage

a repeated recourse to alphabetical order. Ever since the sixteenth century,
memorizing a fixed sequence of discrete letters represented by meaning-
less symbols and sounds has been the gateway to book learning for all
children in the West. This was so litcle the case before printing, that a
Genoese compiler of a thirteenth-century encyclopedia could write that
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Amo’ comes before ‘bibo’ because @ is the first letter of the former and &
is the firss letter of the latter and ‘a’ comes before ‘b by the grace of
God working in me, I have devised this order.

[E.Eisenstein]
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ALL WRITING IS IN FACT CUT-UPS OF GAMES AND
ECONOMIC BEHAVIOR OVERHEARD? WHAT ELSE?
ASSUME THAT THE WORST HAS HAPPENED EXPLICIT AND
SUBJECT TO STRATEGY IS AT SOME POINT CLASSICAL
PROSE. CUTTING AND REARRANGING FACTOR YOUR
OPPONENT WILL GAIN INTRODUCES A NEW DIMENSION
YOUR STRATEGY. HOW MANY DISCOVERIES SOUND TO
KINESTHETIC? WE CAN NOW PRODUCE ACCIDENT TO HIS
COLOR OF VOWELS. AND NEW DIMENSION TO FILMS CUT
THE SENSES. THE PLACE OF SAND. GAMBLING SCENES
ALL TIMES COLORS TASTING SOUNDS SMELL STREETS
OF THE WORLD. WHEN YOU CAN HAVE THE BEST ALL:
*POETRY IS FOR EVERYONE" DR NEUMANN IN A COLLAGE
OF WORDS READ HEARD INTRODUCED THE CUT-UP
SCISSORS RENDERS THE PROCESS GAME AND MILITARY
STRATEGY, VARIATION CLEAR AND ACT ACCORDINGLY. IF
YOU POSED ENTIRELY OF REARRANGED CUT
DETERMINED BY RANDOM A PAGE OF WRITTEN WORDS
NO ADVANTAGE FROM KNOWING INTO WRITER PREDICT
THE MOVE. THE CUT VARIATION IMAGES SHIFT SENSE
ADVANTAGE IN PROCESSING TO SOUND SIGHT TO
SOUND. HAVE BEEN MADE BY ACCIDENT IS WHERE
RIMBAUD WAS GOING WITH ORDER THE CUT-UPS COULD
“SYSTEMATIC DERANGEMENT" OF THE GAMBLING SCENE
IN WITH A TEA HALLUCINATION: SEEING AND PLACES.
CUT BACK. CUT FORMS. REARRANGE THE WORD AND
IMAGE TO OTHER FIELDS THAN WRITING.

[W.S.Burroughs]

Appendix: Types of Quaker writings
by Year - 1650-1699

by Devid Ruxyan for Hugh Barsour

The fint eatry undar sach year aad typs shows the number of sew Quaker
tracts of other works printed (repcints, translations, and collected works s
listed soparately; joknt wosks of ssveral authom are isded only

The second entry under exch year shows the number of “sha printed i
the works of this typa during that yesr (as listed in Jospl 3: , Catalogue
of Frinds" Boeks), gewatally follo volumes were printed 4 pages 1o & shedt,
quario 3 pp., ectavo 16 pp., dwodecimo 24 pp., i the rvvame sides are
counted. Since print sise was mot relsted to the sias of the pags, ne mors
socurato total is available. Fractions of sheeis ace 20t pivea on the chart but
=% addad into the fotals.

Source: J. Bmitk, Catalogne af Friends” Books, chacked sgaisst D. Wing,
Short-Tiéle Catelogue.

Kep to aleesifioation system:

P = proclamation, prophetic judgment, and other preaching to son-Quakers
A = sutobiographical trast
AJ = sutoblographical jowrnal
DP = doctrinal, or dispute with the Pusitass
DE = dispate with the Church of England
DC = disputs with the Roman Catholies
DQ = dispute smong the Quakers
DB = dispute with Baptists and other sects
of Quakets described or tabulated
tract, usuaily combinod with appeal for the miffersr
, oF appeal 10 non-Friends about specific moral isises
XS = sppeal 10 the political loaders o7 Parliament
T = othical tastimony, of ethical defease
K= epistie to or by groups of Prieads or Meetings
L= keiter by individusl Priend
M = mecaoir or tastimony 10 the memory of a deceased Friend
R = mpriated or translatios, othez than colected works
I = scientific, scholarly, of technical tract

W e Collected Works (eften Including jouraal)

567




As Elizabeth Pittenger has shown, the mechanical ants were, i the view

of Hugh of St. Victor (1096—1141) “adulterate”. Hugh derived his
concept of the mechanical from the Greek moicas and the Latin moechus,
meaning an adultcrer. The mechanical was in this view the perverscly fleshy,
which contaminated and deformed the divine inscriptions upon the soul.
Language then, at its purest, must be separated from the adulterations

of materiality, and consequendy from writing itself, which, as the work

of the hand, is seen as a debased aciivity. The writing that takes place in

the monastic sriptorsa is defined as a form of penitence becasse itis a
manual and mechanical [abor.

[Masten, Stallybrass, Vickers}
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Banish these Word-pirates, (you sacred mistresses of leaming)
into the guife of Barbarisme: doome them euerlastingly to lue
among dunces: let them not once lick their lips at the Thespien
bowle, but onely be glad (and thanke Apoiio for it t00) i hereefier
(as hitherto they haus alwayes) they may quench their poeticall
thirst with smal beere. Or if they will needes be stealing your
Helconian Nectar, iet them (like the dogs of Nyfue,) onety lap and
away. For this Goatish swarme are those (that where for theee
many thousand yeares you went for pure maides) haue taken
away your good names, thees are they that deflowre your beau-
ties. These are those ranck-riders of Art, that haue so spur-gaid
your hustie wingd Pegasus, that now he begins to be out of flesh,
and (euen only for prouander-sake) is glad to shew tricks like
Bancks his Curtall. O you Bookes-seilers (thet are Factors to the
Liberall Sciences) cuer whose Stalles these Dronee do dayty fiye
humming; let Homer, Heeiod, Euripides, and some other mad
Greekes with 8 band of the Latines, lye ke musket-shot in their
way, when these Goths and Getes set vpon you in your paper
fortifications; it is the only Canon, vpon whose mouth they dare
not venture, none but the English will take their parts, therefore
foare them not, for such a strong breath haus these chese-eaters,
that if they do but blow vpon a booke they imagine straight

tis blasted].I"

[T. Deiker]

[P.Pr, PW, C}

V. LAMBARD's CORRECTED DRAUGHT OF
F PARLIAMENT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF THE GOVERNOR'S OF THE ENGLISH PRINT.

An acte to restraine the licentious printing selling and vttering
of vnproffitable and hurtfull Inglishe bokes.

For as much as the art of Printing bookes (a most happie and
proffitable invention) is now of late tyme greatly abused, partly by
the covetousnesse of some that doe occupy the trades of printing,
binding, buying, and selling bookes, and partly by the vnadvised
enterprise of sundrie persons, which doo take vpon theim, either
for glorie, or gaine, to devise, penne, gather, or translate, and
rthe in the Inglishe tongue, sundrie bookes, pamfletes,
nges, and other woorkes, and wrytinges, of
ames serving (for a great parte of them) to none
other ende (what titles soever they beare) but only to let
in a mayne Sea of wickednesse, and to set vp an art of lasciuius
vngodly lo > the highe displeasure of GOD, whose guiftes and
bee pitiefully isused thearby to the manifest iniury and
e of those godly learned, whose prayse woorthie endevours
and wrytinges are thearfore the lesse read and regarded to the in-
tollerable corruption of common lyfe and manners, which pestilent-
ly invadeth the myndes of many that delight to heare or read the
said wanton woorkes, and to no small of sufferable wast[e] of
the treasure of this Realme which is thearby consumed and spent
in paper, being of it selfe a forrein and chargeable comoditie.




BE IT (for remeadie hearof) ENACTED, by the Queenes most ex-
cellent maiestie, the Lordes spirituall and temporall, and the com-
mons in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authoritie of
the same, That of the Deane of the Cathedrall Churche of Sainct
Paul within the citie of London for the tyme being, The Deane

of the Cathedrall churche of Sainct Peters in Westminster for the
tyme being, the deane of the Arches in London, and the Recorder
of the said citie of London for the tyme being, and eight other
persons the same to be iiij readers benchers, to vtter barresters of
or in the fowre principla Innes (or howses) of Courte, commonly
called the Inner temple, the middle temple, Lincolnes Inne, and
Grayes Inne, (that is to saye, two suche persons of eche of the
said Innes, or howses) and to bee from tyme to tyme, named and
appointed severally, by the Benchers, Readers, and auncientes

of evarie the said Innes (or howses) shall from henceforthe be
called GOVERNOURS OF THE INGLISHE PRYNTE.

And that no parson or parsons shall from hencefoorthe printe

for him selfe, or for or vnder any other or otherwise offer to sale,
or vtter, any copie, worke, or wryting whatsoever hereafter to be
printed eyther in the Inglishe tongue only, or in any other language
and the Inglishe tonigue jointly although the same shall have bene
at any time before putte in printe, vnless the same copie, woorke,
or wryting, shalbee first allowed and licenced to the print, by the
said GOVERNOURS OF THE INGLISHE PRINTE or by some
three of theim (whearof the said Deane of Sainct Paules the said
Deane of Sainct Peters or the said deane of the Arches to bee one)
vnder the propre hand wryting of such of the said Gouvernours,
as so shall allowe, and licence And vnlesse also that the said
allowance and licence together with the propre names, surnames,
and additions, aswell of the said ‘Governours’, as shall so allowe
and license, as is aforesaid) as also of the author, penner, or trans-
lator, and of the Printer of the saide copie woorke or wryting

and of him and theim for or vnder whom the same shalbe printed
(if any such shalbe) and togeather with the verie daye of the

i333 Simon ini places a book in the hands of the Virgin in

his Annunciation. I Chuich debates whether the Mother of
God can be ani a reader.

lague reaches the Volga River basin.
DPlague reaches lea
Plague reaches London.
Merallic Movable Type.
he plague recurns to Europe. Ireland is especially ha
First paper mill.
1461 King vard IV.
1476 William Ca ntroduces the printing press to England.
1483 The crowning and subsequent murder of King Edward V.
1603 Cing James I,
1605 The Gunpowder Plot.
1483 King Richard L

1400-.. Some common peeple become opposed to written culture.

Laws and court decisions are written and these are often perceived as a
form of oppression, notarial contracts are often perceived as a way of
keeping them in a dependent position; they believe there are evil magic
books and that Jewish people, discrusted by many, also write often.

don approves the formation of a

cred stationers are rext

§, Of 'U(H)‘l“y”kl‘ \VI]‘.‘ Wi 7"‘(

i alls of St Paul's Cathedral.

Thc bmld will come to be called the Stationers' Company. It holds a

monopoly over the publishing industry and is officially responsible for
setting and enforcing regulations.
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Profound learning happens in basements; the literal underground of

the cuitural underground. All of the parties and gigs | went to in my late
teens and early twenties happened in them; we could thrive below
ground. Around the same time in my life, | found the code to get into

the basement of a building on campus that held two Vandercook printing
presses and a huge cabinet of wooden and lead type for printing.

The placement was historic and practical—presses are heavy and need
to lay low tc avoid damaging the buildings that keep them, the bodies
that haul them. They were easier to hide below ground: hidden under
false floors in basements to avoid the censor’s eye, betrayed and raided
in the middle of the night, the press beds broken and the type meited.
The nights | wasn’t in the underworld dancing, I'd head to the under-
ground print room to teach myself how to use the big, old machines.

I brought the logic of every other sweaty, smokey basement |'d been to
and went after midnight, stealing paper to print on to my heart's content.

A Scourge for Paper-Persecutors, Or Papers complaint, compil'd

in ruthfull rimes, against the paper-spoylers of these times (1625),
conceives of writing as a primarily lewd act. Told from the perspective
of a sheet of paper in rhyming couplets, the paper complains of the

ruthlesse Martyrdome my Body beares
By rude Barbarians of these latter Times,
Blotting my spotlesse Brest with Prose and Rimes

The paper rants about getting marked with all kinds of bad writing
printed too urgently, stripped of its virginity and sullied with songs,
poetry, pornography, and religious debate, filling London with

their infectious Swarmes; whose guilty sheetes,
| have observed walking in the streets.

Despite the appearance of urgency and the frenzy of desire, there are
many movements leading to a printed page, and they all require careful
choice and concentration. It begins upside down and backwards, taking
little lead letters one by one and placing them topsy-turvy into the com-
posing stick, then bringing them to the press bed for laying out, then
adding wooden and lead blecks called furniture to lock in the slabs of




letters and words into the size of the page you want printed, then mixing
the ink and applying it to the rollers, then puliing paper through again
and again. A choreography of steps emerges, simple and thrifty: flick
the lever into print mode, step on a pedal to open the grippers and place
a fresh sheet of paper in, lift your foot up, and crank the press with one
hand, while lightly placing your palm to guide the paper through with
your other, walking while cranking it all the way to the end of the bed.
The grippers let go automatically and you can lift out the printed sheet,
lay it on a drying rack, and repeat.

Alone in the b: iplined by the repetitive movements and
unable to keep my hands free from dirt and ink for very long, | worked
myself into a contradiction: a trance state of deeply felt embodiment.
The ur-text of heretics and evangelicals, commonly called the bible, has
a useful phrase for this experience: the word made flesh. There was not
a single word printed in that room that hadn't been fingered and handied
and inked and pressed by me, then folded and collated and stitched
together with a needle and thread drawn through beeswax. All of the
books on my bookshelf and in the library where | worked by day began
to look strange, | could sense the different applications of human touch
and pi in their pressing. This was ially true for books pub-
lished before the 20th century, which were made nearly the same way
| was working in the basement by night. My labor connected me to a
largely invisible lineage of laborers, readers in their own right whose
reading was bound up in the sweat and physical exertions it takes to
press ink on paper, dating back centuries, filling homes and libraries
with rare and manifold books, pamphlets, posters, ephemera. Reading
had always felt so visceral to me: enrapturing, death-defying, stunning,
mind-bending, life-changing, and now | felt like | could make my reading
even more vlsceral by engagmg in the most rigorous and physically

ible. | would carry that knowiedge in
my body to bear upon anythmg I'd go on to encounter and read in
the wild.

Scouring the intemet for videos of performance art of the queer under-
ground, something to help me understand the nature of my own pained

embodiment, | could deepen and intensify my relationship with an
unbroken tradition. | found rumor of Ron Athey’s Human Printing

Press, then footage of the performance, part of Four Scenes in a Harsh
Life (19

Athey carves into the back of another naked performer, Darryl Cariton.
He then blots the cuts with thick paper towels and hangs these prints up
on clothes lines to dry. The prints are attached to pulleys, and slowly the
lines of bloody impressions are pulled over the heads of the audienca.
Athey is white and HIV-positive; Cariton is Black and HIV-negative,

the intensity of the performance is flattened and redirected by the media
into a panic over AIDS exposure. To read the local paper in Minneapolis
where the first performance was held, you'd think Athey’s blood was
dripping down on the heads of onlookers. The ritual of painful spiritual
initiation and the embodied sharing of information is garbled and gob-
bled down by angry Christians—we will aiways spread like a virus to
them. But with a distance of a dozen years and a print room to myself

in the middle of the night, | can experiment with bodily fluids to my
heart's content: cut and spit and piss when mixing the inks.

Is The Human Printing Press the last great print heresy? | hope not,
because | delight in my inheritance: a leng, anonymous histery of
underground printing for which lives were placed on the line, blood for
ink, desperate to make a mark. This too haunts my reading from my time
at the press onward: how heresy travels historically and is called conta-
gion, pestilence, plague, in the form of texts that people suffered and
sometimes died to make, distribute, read. In Quakerisme the path-way
to paganisme (1678), a polemic against publications by the Quakers,
John Brown encourages readers to:

[Fliee from them, most hastily, then from persons having the black
botch, upon the account, that when these could endanger only the
Body, those were actively seeking to destroy the precious Soul.







Centuries pass, but Brown's language and imagery roots me to the spot:

Is it not obvious to all, that beside the advantage of the Devil in
our loss of o much precious time, spent in reading of their hereti-
cal and blasphemous writings, (which may be one end why the
Devil prompteth them to be at so much pains and charges, to
Write, and Print, so many pemicious Scripts, and distribute them
so freely) he hath this also, that the reading of their Impertinent
Reavings, in and about the holy things of God... doth oft excite
the Reader to laughter, who should rather be weeping over the
manifest Effrontery done to the holy and precious Truths of God...

There is the devil, there is heresy, there is blasphemy, there are pemni-
cious scripts distributed for free or for cheap, impertinent reavmgs [sic],
and these threaten not just the health of the ephemeral body but of

the eternal soul. The activities that link body to soul in this cosmology:
writing, printing, reading. The historic imperative is: keep going and take
nothing for granted, not the book on the shelf, the words on the page,
the fibers that absorbed the ink of the words, the hands that made it so,
and carried it forward across time to yours. | give a virgin sheet of paper
something to complain about, | take the worries of John Brown and chart
my pathway to paganism underground, in lead and wood on paper,

| make the overblown language a prophecy for my own printing, | fill up
every page. When | am still enough in my reading, or focused enough in
my printing, | can feel the memories and ghostly gestures of this lineage
awake and alive in my decisions, my movements, my feats of concentra-
tion and repetition.

[B. Palmieri]
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Sept. 1666 The Great Fire of London.

1689 Freedom of worship law in Englai

1685 King James IL

1689 The English Bill of Rights.

1691 Death of George Fox.

1694 ish Parliament does not renew the Licensing Act,
ending the Stationers’ monopoly and press restrictions.

1702 First English language newspaper.

1710 The Stawute of Anne, also known as the Copyright Act,
establishes copyright as purview of auihors.

1714 King George 1.

1722 Daniel Defoe, A Journa! of the Plague Year.

1740 South Carolina passes a law prohibiting the reaching of
slaves to read, and several other states follow suit.

1750 Lord Chesterfield urges his son to usc a sponge and warin
water to scrub the teeth each morning. The recommendation of using
one’s own urine in France is widely flouted by Fouchard, the French
dentist. Gunpowder and alum are also recommended.

1817-23  First cholera pandemic.

1857 Gustave Flaubert, Madame Bovary: Meurs de Provence.
1965 The obscenity trial of William Burroughs, Naked Lunch.
The last US obscenity trial for [i ure.

1975 Aurokon 8400 flacbed scanner.

monethe and yeare of our lorde CHRISTE in which the same
shalbee first begonne to be printed shalbe plainly and distinctlye
set foorthe and printed and conteyned in the first or second page
of the said copie, worke, or writing, when it shall be offred to
sale or vttered. And be it further enacted by the autoritee afore-
said, that if any copie, work, or wryting whatsoever shalbe here-
after printed, offered to sale, or vttered contrary to the forme order
and true meaning of this present acte or with any material alter-
acon addicion or Diminution therein to be had or made, after such
allowance and licence shall not be privie and assenting That then
aswell the Printer thearof as also suche other Stationer, printer,

or bookeseller (if any suche shalbe) for or vnder whome the same
shalbe printed) shall lose and forfaite the sum of XXli to be

levied of his or their goods and cattails, to the vse of the Queens
Maiestie, and shall also from thenceforth lose all and everie
benefite of suche priviledges and graunts as he or they shall then
have of or for the printing of any other copie, woorke or wryting
whatsoever : And shall be moreover from thencefoorthe for euer
disabeled and vtterly Debarred, to exercise (otherwise then as a
meniall servaunte to any other) any of the trades of printing, bind-
ing or selling of Bookes. And that then also it shall and may bee
lawfull to any parson or parsons whatsoever, to seise, take, and
haue to his or their proper vse or vses, and all and everie suche
booke and bookes as shall be printed contrary to the fourme and
meaning of this present Acte and shalbee offered, opened, or set
out, to the sale, in any place or places whatsoeuer.

Provided neuertheless, that this acte or any thing therein
conteyned, shal not in any wise preiudice nor be preiudiciall

to any person or persons, for or conceming the printing, offering
to sale, or vttering of any copie, worke, or writing that shalbe
hearafter allowed and licenced nder the proper handwriting

of any Archbisshop of this Realme of Inglande to be printed

So alwayes that the said allowance and licence, together

with the proper name and surname of th[e] archbishop and




name of his See and together with the names and surnames of

the Author, penner, or translator and printer, and setter on worke
and together with the verie day of the monthe and yeare in which
the same shall first beginne to be printed, Bee planinly and distinct-
ly set foorthe and printed and Do in the first and second page of
suche copie, worke, or wrytinge, when it shall be printed, put to
sale, and vttered.

Provided also that this acte, or any thing therein conteyned shall
not in any wyse extende to the printing, putting to sale, vttering
of any Statutes of the parliament of this Realme of Inglande or
any proclamacons or publique orders, ordinances declaracons
commaundements whatsoeuer lawfully proceading eyther mediate-
ly or immeditely from and vnder the name or auctoritie of our
souereigne Ladie the Queenes maiestie, or any the articles of any
convocation or Synode of the cleargie assembled by lawfull ordre,
but that the same and everie of theim shall or may be printed
offred to sale or vttered in suche manner and forme, as if this
presente acte had neuer been had or made.

This Acte to continue in force, during all the lyfe of our Sovereign
Lady of the Queenes maiestie that no is, and no longer.

[Company of Stationers of London]

We know very little about reading practices among ordinary
people in early modem England. Margaret Spufford usefully high-
fighted the difficuities in measuring literacy, and argued that the
abitity to read was probably far more widespread than the (histori-
cally measurable) ability to write: Spufford's ‘def old fen woman',
who became a Quaker on reading on of their tracts, underfines
the power of print even in the hands of very humble readers.
Barry Reay argued that Quakerism took hold among occupation
groups [such as printers] which demanded unusually high levels
of Meracy. Increasingly, however, studies show that oral and liter-
ate culture were intrinsically linked. So-calied print culture was
incorporated into an oral cufture: books were read or sung aloud;
baiiads were pinned up on walls for decoration; at the same time,
as Adam Fox has shown, aspects of oral culture increasingly
raquired transmutation into written record and print.

[K Peters]
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The prolific Italian polymath Girolamo Cardano also recommended cut-
ting and pasting to “put a book in order fast™: cut out the pieces of text
(presumably from the manuscript onc has composcd, possibly from a
preliminary printed version) in order to rearrange them in the desirable
order, then paste them; “in this way you can accomplish in three days
what could take a year to transcribe.” Cardano was so proud of this device
that he called artention to it in the index to his De subsilitate [1582]).

In another hint of some practice of this kind, Ulisse Aldrovandi, who
managed a vast collection not only of natural objects but also of notes
from books, thanked his wife for putting together his five-volume Lexicon
of Inanimate Things. Most likely this meant arranging and fastening in
the correct order for the printer a vast number of notes on slips of paper,
such as those she also contributed to taking for her husband’s Pandechion
Estomonicon, which collected passages from ancient and modern authori-
ties on natural historical topics. Both cases involved primarily or exclu-
sively passages cut and pasted from personal manuscript notes. But a
century later the notebooks that survive of the bibliophile Jean-Nicolas
de Tralage contained paste-ins of manuscript slips as well as occasional
printed pages, like the title of 2 1666 book, which was cither torn out of
a copy of the printed book or perhaps procured from the printer or book-
scller who may have stocked extra copies of the title page for advertise-
ment purposes. Other examples of personal notcbooks intermixing
manuscript notes with passages cut from printed books are currendy
being studied.

Compilers of large reference works, like Theodor Zwinger's Theatrum
Humanae Vitae, which started in 1565 at 1400 folio pages and grew five-
fold by 1604, were no doubt particularly prone to use such shortcuts.
‘Whether he had firm evidence for the claim or was relying only on a
rational reconstruction of Zwinger's working methods, Samucl Hardib's
assessment seems quite plausible when he wrote in his diary in 1641,
“Zwinger made his excerpra by vsing old bookes and tearing




whole leaves out of them, otherwise it had beene impossible to have
written so much if every thing should have beene written or copied out.”
Certainly the cutting and pasting of printed books was not unthinkable
in Hartlibs context. Nor was it some one hundred years later when
William Smellic compiled the bulk of the first edition of the Enyclopedia
Britannica (3 vols., 1768-71), though he deprecated that activity in
describing it in cut-and-paste terms: “but he [Smellic] held Dictionary
making in great contempt; and used to say jocularly, that he had made

a Dictionary of Arts and Sciences with a pair of scissors, clipping out
from various book a quantum sufficit of matter for the printer.”

[A.Blair]
[BD / Pe]
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the translation of ‘Sola Scriptura’, which transmitted the efficacy of
salvation. This is exactly what our Jesuit promises. Pretending to ad-
dress his marks to good Catholics, he was really aiming at those who
still used the written word as their heterodox ancestors had done.

In adopting Konia¥'s postil, they had no need to change either their
habits or their reasons for reading.

One might ask, however, whether this substitution met with the suc-
cess expected. The ecclesiastical authorities pursued an ambiguous
policy, divided between the extermination of volumes judged to be
heretical and the distribution of a literature necessarily more
restrained in its themes. Indeed Konia¥'s Index, which missioners and
parish priests possessed, ensured orthodoxy by rejecting all that had
been written and printed in Czech lands from 1436 to 1620. The arch-
bishop's pastoral instructions and letters, on the other hand, reflected
the circumspection habitual in the rest of Europe at the time concern-
ing secular use of liturgical or scriptural texts in the vernacular.

In spite of all, prohibition and destruction failed to uproot a taste for
reading. There was no way to get around the Hussite and Protestant
liturgical practices reflected in widely distributed printed matter like
hymnals, so the Church adopted them, adapting them to a varying
extent. Above all, it attempted, as we have seen, to strike all
possible malcontents of the faith at the very heart of their relations

with books.

Thus, although their existed modes of reading specifically connected
with the Reformation, we can to some extent speak of a Protestant
acculturation of the Catholic Counter-Reformation in Bohemia,
Conversely, the repression that struck Czech bookselling for 160
years set up a process of deculturation. I might also note that
Catholic reading reached its full meaning only within a radically
different system of signs and hierarchical practices. Reading came
after attending Mass in importance, and receiving the sacraments,
participating in processions and pilgrimages, belonging to one or
more confraternal organisations, wearing a scapular, reciting the
Rosary, making the sign of the cross, making fasts and abstinances,
possessing images, and using particular forms of salutation. In its rel-
atively long course, did re-Catholicisation manage to extirpate (or at
least shift) many Czechs’ veneration of the book? Perhaps, but it is
certain that, around 1800, reference to the Scriptures could still evole
personal affirmations of identity and philosophy that, for some
people, were situated explicitly outside any confessional context.
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To give a single example, in the first year of the nineteenth century at
least four villagers in the seignory of Rychenburk, in the circle of




Chrudim, met at one another’s houses to take turns reading the
Apocalypse, the Bible, and the Gospels. All ‘dwelt in the living
peace’ and were, according to their own statements, ‘of no religion.’
Josef Vesely, 46 years of age, a tailor who farmed a field owned by
his brother and sold pearl barley on the side, declared that this peace
was ‘to the letter’ the one Jesus Christ had proclaimed and that he
had found it for himself through the spirit. It was true that he had de-
clared himself ‘Helvetian’ (Calvinist after the Edict of Toleration), but
now he was ‘non-Catholic in the living peace.’ His companion, Josef
Suchy, 37 years of age with four children, a yeoman farmer who
worked a ‘half landholding’ in the village of Svratouch, had been
known until then as a Catholic. Suddenly, however, he declared him-
self a Calvinist. Interrogated on this sudden change on 5 July 1800 in
the offices of the castle, he explained that he had only done so ‘for
people’ for in reality he dwelt ‘in the peace’, a peace ‘holy and gold-
en’ found in the Gospel. He owned only one book, inherited from his
father, containing the Gospels and the Epistles. Its small format and
place of publication, the city of Litom3], indicate that it was probably
a pedlar’s book comparable to those of the French Biblioth2que
bleue. The work was in any event Catholic. Its literal reading had
delivered Josef from existing religious structures and revealed to him
his capacity to think for himself. He expressed his change of hear
with citations that served him as guidelines, so thoroughly assimilare
that they made up his deepest sense of identity.

~ How long ago did you leave the Catholic religion?

~ Almost two years ago.

~ By what route?

— By love: ‘Love thy neighbour as thyself."

~ But that Gospel, you must already have read it while
your father was alive.

— Yes, but it is particularly since his death six years ago that I
have read it.

~— But since you were reading it before, why didn’t you abandon
Catholicism sooner?

~ Because I did not understand as well, and one fine day, I under-
stood better. For in one epistle there (I don’t remember any more if
it is in the Gospels or the Epistles) it is written, ‘I was displeased in
the temple built by the hands of men, by you, you are the temples
of the Holy Spirit, and the spirit resides in you."

Here it is the written text that contains absolute truth and produces
truth in its reader, legitimising his spiritual and individual freedom of
cholce. The spirit illuminating these marginal figures emancipated

The image makes visible my willingness to be led. But, at the same
time, it shows how wayward, how skittish my reading path is.
There’s a moment in Héléne Cixous’s lectures on reading and
writing when she describes reading as a flight in broad daylight:

an escape, in full view of everyone. (This is precisely why she reads:
like Maud, perhaps, it is to exercise her right to escape.) I am will-
ingly directed when I read; this submission to direction is precisely
the pact of reading and an important part of its pleasure. Buc it
seems to me that the image shows, nevertheless, a tension berween
compliance and defiance. I want to escape, and in order to escape
I need to keep reading. And yet, as 1 read, it is as if my eyes are
trying hard not to skip off the page, in their own agitated bid for
freedom. As Nicholas Dames points out, physiologically speaking,
there is nothing calm about reading. It is fast. Dangerously fast,
and jur and irregular, or so thought the scientists who first
recorded the astonishing speed of the eye’s saccades from one zone
of text to the next. The term saccades, I learn from Dames, is a
reference to “the sudden jerking of a ship’s sail when caught by

the wind.”

[K.Briggs]
[D/P]]




n order published at the end
the measures to be taken when

The foll
the sevente Y
the plague appeared in a town.

s the closing of the town and its
ve the town on pain of death,

the division of the town into dis-
tinct q y an intendant. Each street s placed
under the authority of a syndic, who keeps it under surveitiance;
if he leaves the street, he will be condemned to death. On the op-
pointed day; everyone is ordered to stay indoors: it is forbid
leave on pain of death. The syndic himsclf comes to lock tl:c
of each house from the ou ; he takes the key with him i
hands it down to the intendant of the quaiter; the intendant lcceps
it until the end of the quarantine. Each family will have made its
own provisions; but, for bread and wine, small wooden canals are
set up between the street and the interior of the houses, thus allow-
ing each person to receive his ration without communicating with
the suppliers and other residents; meat, fish and herbs will be
hoisted up to the houses with pulleys and baskets. If it is absolutely
necessary to leave the house, it will be done in turn, avoiding any
meeting. Only the intendants, syndics and guards will move about
the streets and also, between the infected houses, from one corpse
to another, the ‘crows’, who can be left to die: these are ‘people of
little substance who carry the sick, bury the dead, clean and do
many vile and abject offices’. It is a segmented, immobile, frozen
space. Each individual is fixed in his place. And, if he moves,
he does so at the risk of his lifc, contagion or punishment.

[M.Foucault]
[P/D/PLIC]

To txeir outrageous, HEINOUS, foul transgressoins.

Ratxer it was by all agreed

Txat txey were SAINTLY soulsl... Txe ass, at last,
Appeared. *| must confess,” said HE,

Txat one LY as | trotted past

A cloister green, some devil tempted me

(Mx HUNGER too, and opportunitx!)

£nd | went nibbiing THROUGH a swathe of grass:

A tongue's WIDTH, little more, but sti

Ah! When they heard him, cries of *Kill him! Kill...”
Rang out against our scurvy, ragtag ass.
Whereat, a slightly lettered wolf it was
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In many parts of the world, the words we translate
as ‘plague’ can be viewed as a generic label for a
variety of ills that affect the community as a whole
and threaten or seem to threaten the very existence
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of social life. (..) Anarchy is a plague; in a sense it is
even more of a plague fhan the disease itself. The
former unity is broken, and yet it is preserved in the
stylistic effect of using the same word for two
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distinct and yet curiously inseparable phenomena
lhe medical plague has become a metaphor for what
we call the social plague: it belongs to what we

call literature.

(R. Girard)
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Once open, a plague victim's body exhibits no lesions.

The gall bladder, which filters heavier, solid organic waste,
s full, swollen to bursting point with a sticky black liquid,

50 dense it suggests new matter. Arterial and veinal blood is
also black and sticky. The body is as hard as stone. On the
walls of the stomach membrane countless blood sources have
arisen and everything points to a basic disorder in secretion.
But there is neither loss nor destruction as in leprosy or
syphilis. The intestines themselves, the site of the bloodiest
disorders, where matter reaches an unbelievable degree of
decomposition and calcification, are not organically affected.
The gall bladder, from which the hardest matter must be
virtually torn as in some human sacrifices, with a sharp knife,
an obsidian instrument, hard and glazed-the gall bladder is
hypertrophied and fragile in places, yet intact, without an
jota missing, any visible lesions or loss of matter.

However, in some cases, the lesioned brain and lungs blacken
and become gangrenous. The softened, chopped up lungs fall
in chips of an unknown black substance; the brain fissured,

crushed and disintegrated, is reduced to powder, to a kind of
coal black dust.

[A. Artaud]

[P. De. S]
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Looking back upon the preceding remarks, I must note that we are no
longer dealing with a single theme, with the isolated plague, but with

a thematic cluster that includes, besides the plague or, more generally,
the theme of cpidemic contamination, the dissolving of differences and
mimetic doubles. All these elements are present both in the text of
Shakespeare and in the text of Dostocvsky. I shall give more examples
later, and they will show that this same thematic cluster almost never fails
to gather around the plague in a great many texts that may appear to have
very litde in common. Some of the elements may be more cmphasised
than others; they may appear only in an embryonic form, but it is very
rare when even one of them is completely missing.

[R. Girard)
[BCR]

Pethaps this phenomenon might become less clusive if the relationship
between communications systems and community structures was more
carcfully explored. To hear an address delivered, people have to come to-
gether; to read a printed report encourages individuals to draw apart.
“What the orators of Rome were in the midst of people assembled,’ said
Malesherbes in an address of 1775, ‘men of letters are in the midst of 2
dispersed people.’ His observation suggests how the shift in communica-
tions may have changed the sense of what it means to participate in public
affairs. The wide distribution of identical bits of information provided

an impersonal link between people who were unknown to each other.

[E. Eisenstein]

[S.C P

Prior to 1695, licensing laws conditioned public debate in one way or another.
fet pressure did not end once and for all in 1695. The lapse of the Licensing
Act was not intended to be a permanent cessation of press control, and even
though Parliament failed to devise a replacement act, there were numerous
subsequent attempts at statutory regulation, including Stamp Tax. The harass-
ment, financial and legal, of the Jacobite press was effective. Economic circum-
stances perpetuated government and party interest in publishing. Moreover li-
censing laws were only one aspect of the control of, or pressure on, speech.
When they lapsed, such as in 1679, the unwary author or publisher simply
faced the threat of prosecution for seditious libel or treason; though this was a
peril many were prepared to face. [...] Anonymity figures reveal complex pat-
terns. Authorial anonymity of all publications ran at about eight percent in
1614; in 1644 it was sixty percent; in 1688 it was fifty-seven per cent. Printer
and publisher anonymity were also very high through the second half of the
century, even when licensing regulations collapsed, which suggests that licens-
ing laws were not a significant determinant at least of publisher and printer
anonymity; though libel laws may have been. Of a sample of 600 pamphlets
published in 1679-81 under three per cent reveal their author’s name; just over
five percent present initials. By this time anonymity had become a convention
among pamphleteers, part of a tradition that had emerged through creative
and pragmatic responses to changing circumstances during the century. There
were sundry pressures, legal and otherwise, on public speech.

[J. Raymond]
[C, PW]
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HOLE. By a Hole, in printers dialect, is meant and understood &
place where private printing is nsed, viz. the printing of unlicensed books,
or printing of other men's copies. Many printers for lucre of gain have
gone into Holes, and then their chief care is to get a Hole private, and

workmen trosty and cunning to conceal the Hole, and themselves.— M.

Fig. ben Von Neuman, Universal Construcor. Self-replicating
machine in a cellular automation environment. 1940s.
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PESTILENTIALL BoODY. .

Fig. Detail from the frontespiece to George
Thomson's Loimotomia: or The Pest Anatomized (1666)




